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UK Papillon importer Sasha Cipkalo at 
Paragliding Community kindly proposed 
checking out the Horizon EN B wing at an 
SIV session with Flyeo at Lake Annecy in 
early October. Unfortunately the weather 
had other ideas and the SIV was cancelled 
on the first day, which is the reason why 
this write-up isn’t a full Skywings flight 
test. However I have been able to put in 
eight hours flying time in some very 
interesting winter conditions, including 
some minor SIV manoeuvres and a couple 
of closed circuit micro-XCs. 

Papillon pitch the Horizon as an easy-to-
fly, mid-level B wing with a claimed best 
glide of 10.7: 1. Pretty outrageous when you 
consider comp wings were at this level of 
performance just ten years ago. 

Construction 
Like several other German manufacturers, 
Papillon have chosen the Korean Dominico 
Tex Dokdo 20D fabric. This is 
approximately 34g/m2, very slightly 
heavier than Porcher’s ubiquitous Skytex 
32g/m2, not that you’d notice it. The sewing 
and general construction quality from the 
U-Turn factory is second to none. 

All manner of high-tech acronyms (PPN, 
HPCO, LLP, 3DS, etc) are used to describe 
the internal structure and external forms 
of the aerofoil and its component parts, if 
that’s your thing. What is notable is the 
reinforced shark-nose and a 59-cell 
aerofoil. This and its 5.6:1 aspect ratio tell 
me all I need to know about the new 
wing’s pretentions. 

The Horizon uses a minimal three-line 
array, with all but the very top cascade 
sheathed giving plenty of protection. This 
connects to a top quality colour-coded riser 
set which is particularly well thought out 
and nicely put together. A neatly sheathed 
accelerator system includes some small 
red baubles for visual reference and 
excellent (minimal but strong!) magnetic 
brake handle connectors. The brake 
handles themselves have Velcro loops 
above the top of the handles, making the 
attachment of radio PTT buttons or other 
accessories a cinch. It’s nice to see 
manufacturers paying attention to this 
area; it is, after all, our main point of 
contact with the element we navigate. 

Launching and ground 
handling 
For a wing with this aspect ratio I was 
expecting a little more liveliness when 
pulling up, but neither myself nor my son 
Louis had any trouble. The wing comes up 
as a solid block. There’s a point after the 
first quarter where it starts to accelerate, 
then slows as it comes overhead. I had the 
impression the wing likes to hang back a 
little until all the cells are fully charged, 
nodding forward slightly as it becomes 
fully pressurised for take-off. 

Balancing the wing overhead while waiting 
for a surge of lifty air and the perfect 
orientation, the wing is very easy to read 
and reacts just as one expects. No problem 
whatsoever for any novice pilot with 
reasonable ground handling ability and a 
little experience. 

In the air 
The first two things which were 
immediately apparent on my first soaring 
flight was its remarkable sink rate and 
slow trim speed. Climbing out from launch 
on a strong-ish but crosswind day, I was 
soon top of the stack. These days the trend 
seems to be for intermediate paragliders to 
be trimmed faster than they used to be, 
but not so the Horizon – I was being 
overtaken on the ridge by Louis flying an 
entry-level EN B wing. That said, he’s in 
the top quarter of the weight range for his 
wing and I was flying the 80-105kg size 
Horizon at 89kg. 

Working my way upwind at Sainte Marie-
en-Chanois, I managed to creep right out 
along the ridge to the very last village at 
Amage, downwind to Breuches and back 
up to Saint Marie for a lowly 7.5km ridge 
run. But it was something no-one else 
managed that day, including my mate 
Simon flying his EN C Axis Venus. There’s 
no doubting the wing has excellent glide to 
boot. Using the speed bar along the way 
was a delicate operation, as although the 
wind was strong it was well crossed; more 
than a quarter bar resulted in a slight loss 
of horizontal trajectory. 

Soon after this episode, Louis and I 
swapped harnesses. I added more 
equipment, a heavier glider bag, two 
cameras and a couple of litres of water to 
get up to 95kg. I eventually managed to get 
a lot closer to Louis’s speed, but the 
Horizon is definitely trimmed a little 
slower than its contemporaries such as 

First impressions: Papillon Horizon COLIN FARGHER REPORTS

Papillon are one of Germany’s biggest free flying schools, and have a range of their own branded paragliders 
designed and manufactured for them by Ernst Strobl of U-Turn (also a German paraglider brand). I am reliably 
informed there are more than just colour scheme differences between the two ranges, such as special riser sets 
and, notably, additional testing and certification to Germany’s DHV Safety Class or ‘instability rating’. Older pilots 
will remember the DHV 1, 2, 3, etc, rating scheme which preceded the current EN system. In fact it never 
disappeared (in Germany at least) and Papillon, being a major DHV school, are on board with the idea of additional 
national testing standards to reinforce their claims of being a super-safe brand.
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Top quality riser set Sheathed accelerator pulleys with visual reference Neat brake handles with strong magnetic attachments
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the Rush 5, Punk or Iota 2. I’m not passing comment on that, it’s just 
a different style, and perhaps contributes to the overall solid feel of 
the wing. 

Handling 
I’m tempted to say the Horizon is a wolf in sheep’s clothing. This level 
of performance is usually accompanied by much more instability, 
speed and lighter brakes. The brake pressures are fairly light initially, 
but quickly become firm beyond the first third. The good news is that 
it’s very easy to pilot and core (winter) thermals using just that first 
third. However, entering a spiral or playing near the stall point on 
launch or landing requires a bit more muscle. 

Once a bit of momentum is built up, the Horizon is well at home 
doing wingovers and reacts very positively to weight shift. It does 
retain a bit of energy and is quite agile, though perhaps not as much 
as some in this category. It is certainly more pointed towards XC 
performance than acro and wagga. 

Performance 
Strangely, in the east of France we only had to wait until January 4th 
for this year’s thermal season to start, with ridiculous conditions at a 
little westerly site called Mathay, on the Swiss border. It seems that 
the village of Mathay, set in a shallow saucepan valley below launch, 
can heat up enough to throw up a consistent series of thermals  – 
even on a dull and very cold January afternoon. 

Now on an equal par with speed-demon Louis, we circled together to 
cloudbase at 900m to start a little 12km triangle around the Doubs 
river valley. Although a nice cloud street was building from 3km out 
to a long way downwind, Swiss airspace precludes any downwind 
dash. Instead, along with a dozen locals on everything from a Gin 
Atlas 2 to the latest Ozone Zeno, and everything in between, we set 
off for a two-hour Tour de Doubs. Gauging performance in this way 
confirmed my suspicions; the Horizon has a very good glide and will 
hold its own with any EN B. It has exceptional climbing ability and 
will sit above everyone but the Zeno pilot, but it is trimmed slow. On a 
hands-off glide back to the LZ with Louis, I arrived at least 300ft 
above  – but he arrived at least half a km before me! 

Conclusions 
On weak lift days you might be the only person to get away, you 
might be the last to land in waning evening ridge lift (I was, several 
times), or you might be feeling quite at home with a familiar solid-
feeling wing after moving up from your first glider when others are 
not. If this is where you’d like to be you could choose a lot worse 
than the Horizon. It has bags of performance and feels almost as 
solid as an entry-level B wing. I can’t tell you what it feels like on a 
big day in the Alps, or tumbling through an autorotation above Lake 
Annecy, but I know enough that I’d like to find out. Roll on the spring 
and a small Horizon… 

Specification 
 

Model                                                        55               65               80              95 

No. of cells                                               59              59               59              59 

Span (projected, m)                               9.1               9.6              10.0            10.4  

Area (flat, m2)                                        22.6           24.8           27.2            29.2  

Aspect ratio                                             5.61:1          5.61:1           5.61:1          5.61:1 

Max. chord (m)                                       2.44           2.56           2.68           2.78  

Line diameters (mm)                                   0.55/0.65/0.7/1.1/1.2/1.3/1.45/1.6  

Glider weight (kg)                                  4.3              4.7              5.3              5.7 

Certificated weight range (kg)            55 - 80      65 - 90      80 - 105     95 - 120  

LTF/EN Certification                                B                 B                 B                 B 

Price                                                          £3,099      £3,099       £3,099      £3,099 

 
UK agent: Paragliding Community: 07770 300616, 
www.paragliding.community.

flirst impressions: Papillon Horizon
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Big ears are stable – no flapping, and they pop out with little encouragement

http://www.paragliding.community
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AVAILABLE IN

S, M, L

GENIUS
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FLY SAFE WITH

info@paragliding.community

www.paragliding.community

07770 300 616

We offer the range of paragliders developed         
by renowned Papillon Paragliding school in       
Germany, which we believe are some of the 

safest paragliders within their category. 

A range of gliders designed for all skill levels, 
made many sizes and suitable for beginner,         
intermediate, XC and advanced pilots alike. 

Book your test flight NOW!

And now, the brand new GENIUS harness. 
High comfort, highest quality, only 3.8kg (s size), 

DHV certified. Your new all-round harness!

EN A EN B

FANCY HIMALAYA

BODYGUARD 7 HORIZON

RAQOON TANDEM P42

mailto:info@paragliding.community
http://www.paragliding.community
http://www.paragliding.community
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IOTA 2: the Performance-Intermediate

What is your cross country dream? To achieve your first 200 kms or land in 

front of your house after a long flying day? The IOTA 2 presents you with 

the most important ingredients: efficient performance and relaxed piloting in 

all conditions. The latest technology also gives the high end EN-B wing an 

outstanding polar curve for its class.

www.advance.ch /iota

http://www.advance.ch/iota

